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“Reading is the most important skill children must master at 

school.  It is the necessary condition for all learning.” 

 

Ruth Miskin (Read, Write Inc. Phonics) 

 

 
Read Write Inc. Phonics teaches children to read accurately 

and fluently with good comprehension. They learn to form 

each letter, spell correctly, and compose their ideas step-by-

step. 
 

 

 

 



 
Reading 
 
 
Children learn the English alphabetic code: first they learn one 

way to read the 40+ sounds and blend these sounds into words, 

then learn to  read the same sounds with alternative graphemes 

e.g.  slow, hole, float, so.  

 

First, your child will learn to read: 

Set 1 Speed Sounds: these are sounds written with one letter:  

m a  s  d  t  i  n  p  g  o  c  k  u  b  f  e  l  h  r  j  v y  w  z  x  

and sounds written with two letters (your child will call these  

‘special friends’): 

 sh  th ch qu  ng  nk ck 
 



 

They will also begin to read words containing these sounds, by  

sound-blending, 

 

e.g. m–a–t mat, c–a–t cat, g–o–t got, f–i–sh fish, s–p–o–t  

spot,  

b–e–s–t  best, s–p–l–a–sh splash 

 

They experience success from the very beginning. Lively 

phonic books  

are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics 

and ‘tricky’ words and, as children re-read the stories, their 

fluency increases.  

 

Along with a thought-provoking introduction, prompts for 

thinking out  

loud and discussion, children are helped to read with a 

storyteller’s voice. 



Writing 

 
They practice handwriting every day: sitting at a table comfortably, 

 they learn correct letter formation and then how to join letters 

speedily and legibly. 

 

The children will progress to extended writing rehearsing out loud 

what they want to say, before spelling the words using the 

graphemes and ‘tricky’ words they know.  Tricky words are words 

which can not be sounded out, e.g. was or who 

 

Children’s composition (ideas, vocabulary and grammar) is 

developed by drawing on their own experiences and talking about 

the stories they read. 



 
Home Learning 
The children will choose a picture book each week to take 

home and share with their parents/carers. Important things 

to point out are the title, author, and illustrator. Adults should 

read the story to their child once through then on second 

and subsequent reading take time to discuss what they can 

see in the pictures, any significant events that the child can 

relate to or have experience of and point out words that 

rhyme. The focus is on developing an interest and love for 

reading and should be an enjoyable time shared together. 

At this stage we don’t expect the children to be able to read 

the books on their own but to share the experience of the 

reading process. Over time the children will begin to 

recognise some common words, repeated phrases and join 

in.  

As the children learn each sound an activity sheet will be 

sent home to reinforce the sound, vocabulary and letter 

formation.  



 

Numeracy In P1 

and Beyond 



SEAL 

The SEAL model of numeracy is a 

progression of the strategies 

children use in early number 

situations. 

SEAL Approach-  

Stages of Early Arithmetical 

Learning 



Addition and Subtraction 

Emergent Counting  

 Not yet one to one counting 

Perceptual Counting 

Can count items they can touch. 

Figurative Counting 

Can count unseen items in ones 

Initial/ Intermediate Number Sequence 

Can count on to add and count down to subtract 

Facile Number Sequence 

Has a range of strategies to choose from 

 

http://elnumeracyandmaths.edubuzz.org/stage-0-emergent-counting/emergent-counter


Learning Framework In Number 

Forward and Backward Number 

Word Sequence 
•Number sequences starting from one then 

different start points 

•Number before and after 

•Start within ten then extend 

Numerals 
•Recognise numerals  

•Sequence numerals 

•Start within ten then extend 

 

 



Learning Framework In Number 

Number Structures 
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Play 

All of these experiences will be 
delivered through small group 

teaching, play and ICT. 

Through this approach the children 
can be guided through the natural 
stages of numerical understanding.  



Learning through 

Play 



Why? 

•     Children in Scotland begin formal schooling in the August 

nearest their fifth birthday, starting school between the age of 4 

years 7 months and 5 years 5 months. They are among the 

youngest children in Europe to start school, and have had to 

cope with a classroom environment and a teacher-centred 

pedagogy which is in direct contrast to the child-centred 

learning environment in nursery settings 

(Cassidy 2005).  
 

 

 

 



•  Guidance issued under the Curriculum for Excellence 

(Scottish Executive 2007) states that:  Active Learning is 

learning which engages and challenges children’s 

thinking using real life and imaginary situations. It takes 

full advantage of the opportunities presented by 

spontaneous and planned, purposeful play; investigating 

and exploring; events and life experiences; focused 

learning and teaching.  

• (Scottish Executive 2007, 5) 





Play in School 

Planned  Active Learning Play Activities: 
 

Teacher Planned activities which will consolidate numeracy topics and 

literacy being taught in class.  These are activities which children will 

be asked to complete at some point through out their day.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Free Flow Play Opportunities: 

    Times throughout the day where the children will  be able to use the 

play resources to develop their own ideas and  interests.  Teachers 

will become involved in the children's play, carefully observing and 

trying to extend the children’s thinking and learning through 

questioning and making  suggestions which will help them to 

progress through the play process. 

 



What are they learning? 

• Early reading skills 

• That we can read for enjoyment 

• That books can provide us with information 

• That print has meaning 

• Communication skills 
 



• Problem-solving and 

prediction skills 

 

• Co-operation 

 

• Sharing of materials 

 

•Properties of different shapes  

 

• Mathematical language – size 

and shape 

 

•Communication Skills 
 



•  Social Skills such as 

sharing, turn-taking and 

negotiating 

 

•  Imagination 

 

•  Story-telling/ creating 

skills 

 

•  Developing 

vocabulary 

 

•   Exploration of  

qualities of different 

characters 
 



Maths and numeracy skills – 

     

Sorting by shape, size, colour, 

 

Numeral recognition 

 

Shape recognition 
 



•  Social skills – turn-

taking sharing materials,   

 

•  Communication skills 

 

•  Relating imaginative 

context to real – life  

experiences 

 

•  Fine Motor Skills  
 

 


